
I am honored to serve as president of CORD in the upcoming year.  I want to 

thank everyone for the tremendous support and camaraderie that youõve shown 

and that has become commonplace at CORD.  I remember attending my first 

CORD meeting as a new assistant program director nearly two decades ago.   If 

someone had predicted that I would be president of this amazing organization, I 

wouldnõt have believed it.  I am humbled to have been selected to serve as the 

latest in a long line of outstanding CORD presidents.  I vow to continue to dutifully 

represent the interests of the organization to the very best of my ability. 
 

When Phil Shayne started his term as president last year, CORD didnõt have a 

formal mission statement.  Now after an intensive strategic planning process 

undertaken by the board this past February, and with input from the 

membership, we have a refined purpose, a new mission statement, and vision:  
 

Purpose of CORD 

To improve the quality of emergency medical care; 

To establish and maintain high standards of excellence in emergency medicine training 

programs; 

To enhance the quality of instruction in emergency medicine training programs; 

To improve the communications between the faculty of emergency medicine training programs. 

Mission 

Raise the quality of emergency medicine educational programs 

Develop and disseminate best practices in EM educational programs 

Assure that EM educational programs adapt to the needs of the work force 

Exercise our voice to influence issues impacting emergency medicine education 

Collaborate with other organizations on education-related initiatives 

Foster educational scholarship and research in emergency medicine 

Vision 

Excellence in emergency medicine education through collaboration, innovation and scholarship. 
 

Is CORD different than it was twenty years ago? Not really.  At our core, we are an emergency medicine 

program directorõs organization, and our primary focus is on emergency medicine residents and their 

education.  Sharing new ideas within CORD and collaboration with other organizations vested in 

emergency medicine education is essential.  In the past two months, the leadership of each of the major 

emergency medicine organizations have all reached out to CORD to establish new relationships and 

strengthen old ones.  I am thrilled with the potential opportunities.  
 

CORD is the most important resource for emergency medicine training programs and program directors.   

Our annual Academic Assembly is currently the centerpiece of our organization.  It provides an essential 

venue for education innovation, the dissemination of best practices, the presentation of original EM 

education research, and high-quality faculty development.  With its variety of educational offerings, the 

2011 Academic Assembly in San Diego this past March set an attendance record.  The 2012 Academic 

Assembly in Atlanta promises to continue the trend of excellence. 
 

To ensure future successes, we will continue to refine our organizational framework to allow CORD to fully 

develop. In the coming months the board will review our financial policies and our bylaws.   We will also 

review proposals for association management services. Though separate organizations, SAEM has 

provided CORDõs administrative support since its inception.  It has been a productive and mutually 

rewarding arrangement.  SAEMõs success and recent move to Chicago from Lansing has made it possible 

to explore other options for association management.  The board has received several proposals for 

association management and has initiated a careful review process.  It is of the utmost importance that 

we make a decision thatõs best for the future of CORD and that we maintain the positive collaborative 

working relationships that weõve enjoyed in the past.  We will give you an update at the fall business 

meeting in San Francisco.  
 

Itõs July, so I know everyone is busy with new residents.  I wish you all the best of luck and look forward to 

seeing you soon. 
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In 2005, Doug Char chaired the original CORD Oral Board task force. These cases have been instrumental for oral 

board assessment and other forms of education since their release.  In 2009, we began a collaborative task force 

between the SAEM Simulation Academy, CDEM and CORD. One of the short term goals of this collaboration was to add 

a new wave of multipurpose cases that could be used not only for oral board practice, but also for simulation education 

and other forms of education and assessment. To date, 120 cases have been assigned with nearly every EM residency 

program participating either as an author or editor to contribute new cases to the Case Bank. 

The cases are organized on the new CORD website according to the ABEM oral board format.  Additionally, pediatric 

and toxicology cases have a distinction of PEDS or TOX in their filename to help identify these oral board concentrations.  

There is also a category called òcases easily combined into triple casesó to assist with the organization of oral board 

practice sessions.  The first generation of cases will soon be migrated from SharePoint and designated with a ò06ó in 

the filename.  Some cases will only be available to the CORD membership to be used for high stakes assessment. You 

will need to login to the CORD website to access these specific cases.  

I, as well as the rest of the Case Bank team, would like to offer our sincere 

appreciation to all of the authors and editors in supporting this effort.  We are 

currently hard at work continuing to enhance the quality and depth of the 

case bank.  There are cases not yet finalized and future features such as the 

ability to search for cases by keyword still under construction.  Thank you for 

your interest in the Case Bank, we hope you enjoy this new product. 

The New Case Bank Is Here!  

Page 2  CORD Newsletter  

CORD President, Steve Bowman, MD, recently solicited via the CORD Listserve, interests in participating on several 

different CORD task forces.  Based on the results of this survey, four new CORD task forces were created. 
 

Asynchronous Learning (Individualized Interactive Instruction) Task Force 
Chair: Sam Luber, MD, MPH 

The RRC is redefining what has long been referred to as Asynchronous Learning and new teaching activities will be 

required to have certain provisions (monitoring, evaluation, etc.)  The new term is Individualized Interactive Instruction.  

Objectives for this task force include: Identify new and currently used best practices for the program director's use of 

asynchronous learning; Design and conduct surveys as necessary to gather relevant information; and to ensure PDs are 

compliant, another goal of this task force is to dialogue with the RRC to fully delineate the new requirements of 

Individualized Interactive Instruction. 
 

Social Media Advisory Task Force 
Chairs: Tyson Pillow, MD and Laura Hopson, MD 

As knowledge about social media transitions from optional to required, this task force is created to identify best 

practices and create a compendium of social media applications in use by EM Residency Programs.  The task force  will 

also be charged with drafting guidelines and developing a policy to the CORD Board on the use of social media by 

residencies with an emphasis on professionalism as articulated at the 2011 Academic Assembly. 
 

Transition of Care in the Emergency Department 
Chair: Gene Hern, MD 

As the ACGME is focusing on better resident oversight and patient safety issues, this task force is created to tackle 

objectives that include identifying and providing examples of best practices in Transition of Care, initiate (continued) 
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Oral Board/Sim Cases Link at the 
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A 
s we approach the òdog days of summeró, preparation is well under 

way for CORD Academic Assembly 2012, to be held in Atlanta at 

the Marriott Marquis from Sunday April 1 through Wednesday April 

4. Given the ever evolving challenges of the GME landscape, a growing 

need for collaboration and a multidisciplinary approach to education have 

become integral parts of our individual and programs' future successes. 

This theme of Advancing Collaboration in Emergency Medicine will be 

incorporated into sessions that explore how medical student clerkship 

directors, resident educators, and program coordinators can grow 

relationships at the individual, specialty, and organizational levels, and 

successfully navigate an environment of increasing regulation and 

oversight. 
  

The pre-day Program Leadership 

Development Track (formerly New Program 

Director) will include additional content 

targeted to Assistant/Associate PDs.  Medical Education research and educational 

innovations will be spotlighted in oral presentations as well as a moderated poster 

session.  Best Practices promises both the return of yearly favorites such as Program 

Director Survival Stories, as well as new break-out sessions.  There will be a continued 

emphasis on the development of practical solutions for problems facing resident 

educators using expert consensus and existing scholarship.  CDEM offers a full agenda 

for EM clerkship directors, Navigating the Academic Waters promotes the development 

of junior faculty, and EMARC aids Program Coordinators with the complicated logistics of 

managing a residency. The Resident Track helps senior residents transition smoothly to 

their first academic position.   

With a larger hotel and more conference space available for 2012, sessions across all 

tracks will stress interactivity and a small group format, with more opportunities for 

networking with old and new colleagues. 
 

Please visit the CORD website at www.cordem.org for new information on CORD AA.  

Have a great summer, and we look forward to seeing you in Atlanta next April! 
 

Elise Lovell and Mike Epter 

CORD AA 2012 Program Co -Chairs 
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2012 CORD Academic Assembly  

Advancing Collaboration in Emergency Medicine 

dialogue with the RRC to identify necessary documentation of compliance and design a standardized tool for transition 

of care in the emergency department. 

 

QI/Patient Safety Programs 
Chair: Tracy Sanson, MD 

With the ACGME focusing on better resident oversight and patient safety issues, programs will have to integrate 

residents and demonstrate participation in QI and patient safety.  Objectives for this group will be to identify best 

practices related to resident participation in QI and patient safety including curricula, clinical teaching and didactics.  

This group will also initiate dialogue with the RRC to identify necessary documentation of compliance. 

New CORD Task Forces Created (continued)  

CORD  
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Fountain of Rings at Centennial Olympic Park Atlanta, Georgia 47 Story Atrium at Marriot Marquis 



Dr. Bharath Chakravarthy was promoted to Program Director of the Emergency Medicine Residency Program at the 

University of California, Irvine. 

Dr. Megan Boysen will be joining the faculty at the University of California, Irvine, as Associate Program Director. Dr. 

Boysen is finishing a Faculty Development and Administrative Fellowship at Stanford University and a Masters 

Degree in Health Professions Education at the University of Illinois, Chicago. 

The Rochester Executive Operations Team is pleased to announce the appointment of Annie T. Sadosty, M.D., as 

chair of the Department of Emergency Medicine effective Monday, June 13, 2011. Dr. Sadosty has been a member 

of the Mayo Clinic consulting staff since 1999. Dr. Sadosty serves or has served in a number of leadership roles 

including assistant dean for student affairs, Mayo Medical School; vice chair, Graduate Education Committee, 

Medical & Laboratory Specialties; program director, Emergency Medicine Residency Program; and as a member of 

Mayo Clinic Rochester Clinical Practice Committee and Clinical Practice Committee Executive Committee. Dr. Sadosty 

succeeds Brent Asplin, M.D. who served in the role of department chair for approximately two years. University of 

Rochester would like to thank Eric T. Boie, M.D. for serving as interim chair during the search process.  

Effective July 1, Jonathan S. Jones, MD will become Program Director at the University of Mississippi Medical Center.  

Currently he is the Associate Program Director.  The current PD, Jim Phillips, MD is retiring from the role to pursue an 

interest in EM/Critical Care. 

David Salzman, MD will be the new Assistant Residency Director at Northwestern University. Dr. Salzman (NU EM 

õ09) is completing a two-year fellowship with the Center for Simulation Technology and Immersive Learning at 

Northwestern-Feinberg School of Medicine, as well as a Masters of Education with the University of Cincinnati. 

Lawrence Kass, MD will be stepping down from his position as Program Director for the Penn State Hershey Medical 

Center EM Residency. Kevin King, MD, current APD at Penn State Hershey will assume the role of Interim Program 

Director. 

Dr. Lee Marks, a graduate of Case Western Reserve University School of Medicine and past Associate Residency 

Director at Virginia Commonwealth University has joined the University of Rochester Medical Center as the Associate 

Residency Director. 

Dr. Ryan Bodkin was appointed Assistant Program Director at University of Rochester.  

Craig Krausz, MD, Associate Program Director at St Louis University, was promoted to Associate Professor as of July 

1, 2011. 

The Stanford/Kaiser Emergency Medicine Residency Program won the 2011 EMRA Jeopardy Competition at SAEM in 

June.  The winning team participants were:  Cameron Berg, MD, Sundeep Bhat, MD, and Ben Constance, MD. 

Dr. Michael Gisondi has been promoted to the rank of Associate Professor of Emergency Medicine at Northwestern 

University, Feinberg School of Medicine. 

Deepi Goyal, MD (Mayo Clinic) achieved the academic rank of Associate Professor, Department of Emergency 

Medicine. 

The Indiana University School of Medicine mandatory MS4 EM clerkship was once again awarded the school's "Best 

Clinical Clerkship Award" by the graduating class of 2011.  Over 300 students take this clerkship each year. 

Steven B. Bird, MD, has been appointed program director of the emergency medicine residency at the University of 

Massachusetts Medical School.  

Jeffrey Cukor, MD has stepped down as Program Director at University of Massachusetts.   

Elizabeth Edelstein, MD, Thomas Jefferson University Hospital, won the following award:  Education Award for 2011 

from the Wilderness Medical Society. 

Gregory Polities, MD (Assistant Professor), Washington University in St. Louis,  will be stepping down July 1, 2011 as 

Assistant Program Director after 5 years, to assume leadership of the School of Medicineõs Practice of Medicine 1 & 

3 (multidisciplinary course that introduces first year students to clinical medicine and coordinates advance topics in 

clinical practice for third year students).   

Rodney W. Borger, MD, the Chair and Medical Director for the Department of Emergency Medicine at Arrowhead 

Regional Medical Center in California received the 2011 Humanitarian Award from the California Medical Board. 

Academic Announcements and Program Updates  
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Jason Wagner, MD (Assistant Professor), Washington University in St. Louis, joined the Residency Administration 

team this past year with a focus on Clinical Simulation and Technology Integration within the training program. 

Michael Cassara, MD was promoted to Associate Medical Director of the North Shore-LIJ Health System Patient 

Safety Institute and also promoted to Associate Program Director, Residency in Emergency Medicine, North Shore 

University Hospital, Manhasset, NY 

Terry Kowalenko, MD was named the òDirector of Continuous Professional Development (Deanõs office position) for 

University of MI Med School on March 1, 2011. 

Felix Ankel, MD was promoted to Associate Department Head for Academic Affairs Emergency Medicine at Regions 

Hospital.  In addition to continuing in his role as Residency Director, his new role will oversee the medical student 

and EM fellowship programs at Regions, EM research programs, and emergency physician academic development. 

Stephanie Morville, C-TAGME, has been recognized for her outstanding work in residency program administration by 

being awarded The 2011 Johns Hopkins Award for Excellence in Program Administration.  

Dorian Drigalla, MD will be taking over the as program director for Tim Stallard, MD at Texas A&M/Scott & White 

Memorial Hospital, Temple, TX.  Dr. Drigalla has been the Assistant Program Director for the past four years. 

Michael K. Abraham, MD, MS, Clinical Assistant Professor of Emergency Medicine is assuming the role of Assistant 

Residency Program Director and Assistant Medical Director of the University of Maryland Medical Center. 

David Barnes, MD has been appointed as the new Program Director for the UC Davis EM residency.  He will take 

over for Peter Sokolove, MD, who is stepping down as PD after 12 years in the role.  Peter will continue to serve as 

Vice Chair for Academic Affairs in the Dept of EM.  Filling the role of Associate PD is Katren Tyler, MD. 

San Antonio Uniformed Services Health Education Consortium (SAUSHEC) 

Peter Cuenca, MD, Faculty Teacher of the Year 2011 SAUSHEC EM Residency 

Josh Miller, MD, Faculty Teacher of the Year 2011 SAUSHEC EM Residency 

Robert Mabry, MD, New Program Director, SAUSHEC EMS Fellowship 

Shane Summers, MD, First Director of the new SAUSHEC Emergency Ultrasound Fellowship 

Gary Dufresne, DO, New Associate Program Director, SAUSHEC EM Residency 

Jennifer Walthall, MD, Assistant Program Director for EM and EM-Pediatrics Residency at Indiana University School 

of Medicine was promoted to Associate Professor of Clinical Emergency Medicine.   

Louise Kao, MD, Medical Toxicology Fellowship Director at Indiana University School of Medicine, was promoted to 

Associate Professor of Clinical Emergency Medicine. 

Cherri Hobgood, MD will assume the role of Chair, Department of Emergency Medicine, at Indiana University School 

of Medicine for retiring Rolly McGrath, MD in July 2011.  Dr. Hobgood comes to Indiana from The University of North 

Carolina.   

Academic Announcements and Program Updates  

2011 CORD Impact Award  

This year the CORD Board of Directors awarded the CORD Impact Award to Patrick Brunett, MD, Oregon Health & 

Science University, for his contributions to the growth and development of the CORD Academic Assembly.  The Impact 

Award is not given every year and is an award that allows CORD to honor people within its community who have shown 

extraordinary efforts towards advancing CORD's mission, vision and/or products.  Past recipients include:  

2010 - Terry Kowalenko, MD, First Publication of the CORD-AEM Education Supplement 

2009 - Sarah Stahmer, MD, 2008-2009 Academic Assembly 

2003 - Michael Beeson, MD, Development of the 2003 CORD Question and Answer Bank 

2002 - Joe LaMantia, MD, Coordinating the 2002 CORD Core Competencies Conference 

1997 - Debra Perina, MD, Initiating the Faculty Development Course in 1996 and the New Residency Program 

Director Orientation Workshop in 1997 



Emergency Medicine Residents³ Association Update  

Todd Guth, MD Å EMRA Academic Affairs Representative  
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2011 Program Director Longevity Awards  
Twenty Years 

Marc Borenstein, MD, University of Florida, Gainesville 

Juan A. Gonzalez Sanchez, MD, University of Puerto Rico 

Fifteen Years 

Susan Dufel, MD, University of Connecticut 

Alan Janssen, DO, Genesys Regional Medical Center 

Chris Lewandowski, MD, Henry Ford Hospital 

Cris Mandry, MD, Louisiana State University 

Sarah Stahmer, MD, Duke University 

Ten Years 

Melissa Barton, MD, Wayne State University-Sinai Grace 

Hospital 

Douglas Char, MD, Washington University in St. Louis 

Mark Clark, MD, St. Lukeõs Roosevelt Hospital 

Thomas Cook, MD, Palmetto Richland Memorial Hospital 

Gregory Garra, MD, State University of New York at Stony Brook 

Mark Langdorf, MD, University of California, Irvine 

Thomas Perera, MD, Albert Einstein/Jacobi/Montefiore 

Susan Promes, MD, University of California, San Francisco 

Mary Jo Wagner, MD, Synergy Medical Education Alliance 

Five Years 

Saadia Akhtar, MD, Albert Einstein/Beth Israel Medical Center 

Dale Birenbaum, MD, Florida Hospital Medical Center 

Bradley Bunney, MD, University of Illinois at Chicago 

Vijay Chauhan, MD, St. Louis University Hospital 

Jim Comes, MD, University of California, San Francisco-Fresno 

Michael Epter, DO, University of Nevada 

Lorraine Giordano, MD, Metropolitan Hospital 

Eric Katz, MD, Maricopa Medical Center 

Marc Martel, MD, Hennepin County Medical Center 

Joseph Schmidt, MD, Baystate Medical Center 

Peter Shearer, MD, Mount Sinai School of Medicine 

Greg Polites, MD, Washington University in St. Louis 

The Emergency Medicine Residentsõ Association (EMRA) Program would like to announce three new opportunities 

for residents this fall. 

The first is the creation of the new Educational Committee within EMRA.  The committee will be convened at ACEP 

Scientific Assembly and a Chair and Vice-Chair will be chosen at the initial meeting of the committee this fall.  The focus 

of the committee will be to plan and evaluate the educational offerings specific to residents at national emergency 

medicine meetings, to develop and review both online and print educational products produced by EMRA, and to 

promote interest in educational careers within emergency medicine.  Interested residents should email the EMRA 

academic affairs representative at academicaffairsrep@emra.org for more details. 

Second is the announcement of the resident specific educational offerings at ACEP Scientific Assembly on Sunday 

October 16th, 2011.  As in years past, much of the resident-specific offerings at SA center around the job search and life 

after residency, but two new sessions: a Resident As Educator Workshop and an Introduction to Emergency Medicine 

Advocacy will be included.  Please watch for additional details as SA gets closer. 

Lastly, a number of positions on the EMRA Board of Directors will be open this fall during our general elections.  This 

includes the Academic Affairs Position, which serves as a liaison to the CORD Board of Directors.  Additional, the EMRA 

Fall Awards applications are due on August 15th, 2011.  Fall Awards include the Augustine DõOrta Award for grass-roots 

oriented political involvement, the Mentorship Award for excellence in mentorship by an EMRA alumni, and the Clinical 

Excellence, Excellence in Leadership, and Excellence in Teaching Awards among others.  Interested residents and 

faculty can find details of the election and the Fall Awards on the EMRA website at www.emra.org. 

Have a great summer and look forward to ACEP Scientific Assembly this fall. 

2011 Associate/Assistant Program Director 

Longevity Awards  
Ten Years 

Chandra Aubin, MD, Washington University in St. Louis 

Michael A. Bohrn, MD, York Hospital 

David Cheng, MD, Case Western Reserve University/ 

MetroHealth Medical Center 

Kerin A. Jones, MD, Wayne State University,  

Detroit Medical Center 

Robert C. Satonik, MD, Synergy Medical Education Alliance 

Carrie Tibbles, MD, Beth Israel Deaconess Medical Center 

Five Years 

Ademola Adewale, MD, Florida Hospital Medical Center 

Christopher Brooks, MD, Washington University in St. Louis 

Manish Garg, MD, University Hospital Temple 

Steven Nazario, MD, Florida Hospital Medical Center 

Ben Osborne, MD, Baystate Medical Center 

Greg Polites, MD, Washington University in St. Louis 

Don³t Miss It! 

 

 

2012 CPC Semi Final Competition 

Case Submission Deadline:  

January 16, 2012  
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The 2011 National Emergency Medicine CPC Semi-Final Competition, co-sponsored by ACEP, CORD, EMRA and SAEM, 
was held this year at the SAEM Annual Meeting in Boston, Massachusetts.  Eighty-five EM residency programs 
submitted cases for consideration in the Preliminary Competition. Cases in the Preliminary Competition were judged 
on quality of the case, applicability to Emergency Medicine, and solvability. Thirty judges scored the cases and 

selected 72 of the best submissions for presentation in the Semi-Final Competition.  

Each resident presented their institutionõs case to a designated faculty member from another residency program.  
Residents were judged on various aspects of their presentation including quality, organization, style and clarity.  
Faculty members were judged on the thoroughness of the differential diagnosis, diagnostic reasoning, and 

presentation skills. A correct final diagnosis yielded additional points, however, was not a requirement to win.  

All resident presenters and faculty discussants did a remarkable job.  Congratulations to all of the 2011 Semi-Final 
winners who will compete in the Final Competition which will be held in San Francisco at the ACEP Annual Scientific 

Assembly on Saturday, October 15, 2011. 

Resident Presenter and Faculty Discussant Winners Resident Presenter and Faculty Discussant Runners Up 

Resident Presenter Winners 

Joseph Pare, MD, Boston Medical Center 

Nadine Himelfarb, MD, Warren Alpert Medical School  

 of Brown University 

Kevin Koehler, MD, Naval Medical Center Portsmouth 

Jenna MB White, MD, University of Michigan 

Juliana Wilson, DO, University at Buffalo 

Melissa Marinelli, MD, Northwestern University 

Faculty Discussant Winners 

Daniel Egan, MD, St. Luke's-Roosevelt Hospital 

Amber Richards, MD, Maine Medical Center 

Tim Barcomb, MD, Albany Medical Center 

Tala Elia, MD, Baystate Medical Center 

Christopher Wolcott, MD, LSU Health Sciences Center,  

 Shreveport 

Resident Presenter Runners Up 

Aimee Nefcy, MD, Detroit Medical Center, Wayne State University 

Christian Maloschik, MD, University of California, Irvine 

Bahareh Aslani, MD, Henry Ford Combined EM/IM Program 

Crystal Weis, MD, Oregon Health & Science University 

Tara Paterson, MD, North Shore University Hospital 

Tara Paterson, MD, North Shore University Hospital 

Faculty Discussant Runners Up 

Dennis Guy, MD, University Hospitals Case Medical Center 

Dennis Guy, MD, University Hospitals Case Medical Center 

Aparajita Sohoni, MD, Alameda County Medical Center 

Michael Van Meter, MD, University of Texas  

 Medical School at Houston 

David Bell, MD, PhD, Maricopa Medical Center 

Erik Kochert, MD, York Hospital 

Competition Competition Awards Reception 

2011 CPC Semi Final Competition  

Saadia Akhtar, MD Å CPC Chair 


